A WORD  CAVTIO! 


In all meekneſs, 
Tothoſe SAINTS that uſually meet at BLACK: 
FRYE R 


Chiefly from ſeveral particulars in their late Day of 
HUMILIA LIATION, 


x Cor, 13.5, Charity dub nt behave it ſelf unſermly. - 


' Fothe dearly beloved inthe Lord,che Saints that u- ' 
es meet at Black-Fryers. 


A: + Day of Poſt ing being ſet apart by the Church 
| whereof T am 6 Menter , for the ſame purpoſe as that 
lately at Black: Fryers ; 1 declared my apprebenſi- 
to Fax aps effe8 with theſe foloming particulars: 
=: upon the hearts of alioery of eur friends, 
e we ts communicate the ſame unto 
hv e Lord will pabybits: Fay: I hwoe 
ly oo ; hea I ir ny to ex my fo above 

o7 God Ruewy bow eatly I am failing my ſelf in 
way $ like unto theſe,and bow exeeectaghT cows ſhort 


bs other things(I think, ) wb omen of y0u' theſe i are ao 
= 


words of courſe, as 1 can ſofe 2 ſan, bus 


"4 could not communicate t 


510 you 


ting, which « the more excuſuble devauſe what I bere de- 
clare, _ » 4a wabonprrian and it « nece ay 


oh hrafuac uf Hg Rye, * at's; yer T) tate 


pans that ſuch as may be apt to rejoxce in-your failings, ma 
7 ers Tags arti hm Df +: Jour 
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—_ He preſent conditiah of the Saints was of old typed out by the 
| ople.of Iſrgel ; They lately-bad their tine of Bontlage un- 
F der Nero rout s tat ty nor et chem go to ſerve God 
(or meer together ro wor{hip him Jotherwiſe then they pleaſed, 
Weare now as in the Wilderneſs where the Iraclites coninned till a 
a new Generation ſprung up, and all that came our of Egypt, except 
( eb and Hoſhna periſhed, 
Caleb and [oſhna were men of ſingular ſpirirs,which was the reaſon 
why they alone of that generation were preſeryed to pefſeſs the Land 
romiſed 
: This their choiceneſs of ſpirit was expreſſed in their Zeal for God, 
in relation to the work of that Ages a; Wwherchy they were nor diſhgar- 


tened from perſevering therein, eicher by ir enemigs abroad, .or.their 
cowardly friends at home, : 


T his lerycth to the great encouragement of thoſe who find theit 
7 hearts wack caken off from minding their own things, to pray for, be- 
leve, and by all lawfull means purſue,choſe glorious ends whiaipets 
to the ruine of Gods enemies, emleraghde the.deli _ 
alſo may diſcoyer the nakednels and ſhame of t Tal ProjeYiorsy 
whoſe low ſpirits center in the earth in ſuch a day. as this 
But becauſe the defeRAtg of the molt zealous are the moſt datgerous; 
becauſe humiluy reaches to caſt the firſt ſtone at our ſelyes; and becauſe 
ſelf. judging is, 1 fear, of latetos much neg]eRtd, I have labowred to 
{earch ou;,28. with a. candle,our own failings. 
Fhough Zeal be contemptibleco.forye wiſe Ones,jt is the elory of a 
Saintzand yet there.is no lo Rn ic be not wel qualified, 
There ate 7 neceflary w_ ee it rauſt be a Wells 
grounded, Sircere,Chari ng, Selt-denying, arr pe 


pottioned and World conyincing Ze $4 us therefore. 
mitco cohfider, 


- 2, Whether our Zeal be yery well grounded; many of our tot] oe 
ceedings haye-been ſuch, wy though we haye made a ſhift toa 


fame it is.upon very TE that which on aro 
Hholoct one rg wil [ends eds 


a 
of their owt: leaders; td thoſe  ) fide will do the like to their 
lexdets,and beth as much wiſlike their eppoſites ; which f we did fol 
low ermnh and not mmen,conld noc be, 

The Jews had a zeal,but nor according to knowledge; The Corin. 
thians were rather for P awl, Apofo,or C:phar chen Chih The Galaci . 
atis would haye plucked out their eys for him that afterwards was their 
enemy for ſpeaking truth : But where are the Bereans, that would nor 
take things upon truft, chough from the Apoſtles, though workers of 
Miracles, though guided by an infallible ſpirit z though luper/ative in 
Godlinefs, and leaders of a Party like chemſclves z how eatily would 
ſuch workers of Miracles, I fear, lead ſuch as we about ? 

Ic may be if the Cheitawongſt us ſhould preſs thele following par= 
ticulars, they would not be ſhghted ; but matt God needs uſe our in- 
firuments 4 what if be will not humour vs # doth he judge of men as 
we 7 Nay,doth he not uſe to ſend thoſe which men kealt regard ; as he 
did Sawnel (while but a Novice) to the old Prophet El? 

2. As to Sincerity ; I am confident your Zeal is without baſe ends, 
which I am much aflured God doth exceedingly accept 2 Bat, 

3. Confider, whether ic might not be more Charicable;z and chac 


ficſt in relation to onr Frierids. . To complaih again others, and that 


ſuch 43 are, firft,Withorit, aly, Magiſtrates: 3ty,Priendsy before tifole 
whe are apt to take our parts z andthar when ſoub ſearchitig and ſelts 
humblitg is ofrely ſeafondble, (as eſpecially in days of publick Humlli« 
ation;)confider whether it doth nor, firſt, much exzſperare, 3ly, much. 
feed our own corruption; '41y,require much grace in Offerdery,to fub- 
mie ach rebules3 gy; Argte car Fifl 
te, | | 

. But if our _ ſimply to win others ( as Charity requires Jwe 
ſhould exhort them privately,much bumble our ſelyes cherein 4; encou» 
rage what we find good m them, etid rather pablith our own (ſhane 
then theirs : This is the wiy ro overconieenit with goud,/ and is (haw 
our ſelves tiphr Chriſtians indeed,” *; -?- / 52 aitt's you! 

If this. will norſefye,Charity requires, 3 Ae 

1. Weſhould fear that our ſelves nay be out ay wellkasthey 3 of 
aly, chat chty nor being z ry rater of eakeneſs then wilful- 


nels, : + 9 | & dre 
y be fach as #8 without, thoupy 66t Neapifiraces, therl in 
caſe they judge our Wiſdome Folly,we cult fibinir to rhe; + + | * ' 
2 An” 

# 3 2 


ing is much to ftriſe and: - 


(?) 

poſe,for treating with the Dutch; for not rewoy..,, . ythes,not ſending 
af to France , ard what elſe we miſlike 5 we make our ſelyes 
Magiſtrates, and deny their power,or elſe what do thoſe Scriptures bg- 
nifie which informus, That eyery ſoul muſt be ſubjeRt co the Higher 
Powers; that the Powers that are,are ordained of God ; that we muſt 
ſubmit to every Ordinance of man for the Lords ſake : That thoſe are 
yery preſumpiuous and ſelf-willed,who deſpiſe Government, ſpeak evil 
of Dignicies, and ſport with ſuch things without fear : And indeed, if 
every man maſt be Judge in ſuch Caſes, there can be no end of ſtrife, 
confufion, and maſlacre. 

2. In relatin to our Enemies, ſome ſpeak as if we might not Treat 
with them,except we had ground to beleeve they would cordially afhit 
in carrying on the Work of Chriſt ; it 6, we make other men lerye 
Chriſt we pleaſe,or elſe deprive them of their lives and eſtates, 

:Now if Paſtors, and much leſs other Saints, may not thus Lord it o< 
yer their fellow Members, ſurely they may not do ir over thole that are 
without. 

It is objeRed that they are enemies not to us,but to Chrift, 

I Anſwer it they be willing to do us no harm, what Commiffien 
have we to cut their throats becauſe we judge them enemies to Chriſt ? 

Again ; Whereifti are the Dutch enemies co Chriſt, more then, firſt, 
moſt ether Nations ; 3!y,moft of our own Neighboars;or 3ly,moRt of 
our own Pofterity ; and hall we deſtroy all thele, though theytbe wil. 
ling to live at peace with us,without giving them time to repent? 

And yet (whe would think ic) it is pleaded further, that the Jews 
- might not make peace with the inhabitants of Cansa»,whole example 

we are to follow, 

Axſ. Their dings herein firſt related meerly to thoſe nations, 
and not toall the world, 2ly,were by che immediate direRtion of him 
who knew that the fins of that people were then ripe. 3. Follow this 
mule, and we rauſt cobour neighbours as they did the Egyptians ; nay 
all the Scors and Cayaliers as they did their ſubdued enemies: 
but I hope that witheur ſuch immediate direRtion as they had,we ſhal 
nat with Abrahew,attemprt to kill our ſons, or thus with the Jews to 

he Fapptinn or defiroy our conquered enemies;or de Gods work 
contrary tO his revealed willand againſt nature. 

Bur what if Gods time be come for defixoying his enemies, (hall 
we never go about chat work? 

Alas, what a pinfull argument is here 1 


F 


- 


; (4 

x, If Gods time be come,ywe may _—_ according ro the known 
ruke,bur God will harden the heart of Pharaoh. 

2, If the time be come or deſtroying Gods enemies; yer it is onely 
thoſe that are incorrigible difturbers of his worſhip or people, for o- 
thers muſt be ſpared in hope of their repentance, or elſe what would 
become of peftcricy being all born enemies to Godzand how elſe could 
the earch(chat is men unconverced) help the Woman,that is theChurch, 
in deſtroying Gods enemies, 

3» The time for delivering the Iſraelices and deſtroying of Pheygob 
was come; and yet Myſes was ſent not faintly te treat with Pharaoh, 
to let them go peaceably; bur ſeyen times t and urge his ſolici. 
tations, backed with the ſtrongeſt monyes(ten heavy Plagues)ro work 
upon him,and yet all would not ſerve the turn. 

By ſuch efefual indeayours for peace,(as then,ſo now)the obſtina- 
cy of the enemy would be diſceyered, which God in thele cafes aims at, 
as that without which they are not ſo much left without excuſe; coals 
of fire are not beaped npon their heads; God hath not ſo much glory, 
the cruch ſo much advyanrage, our friends cannot be ſo unanimous,can- 
not deſtroy others, and loſe their own lives in the wary witheur regrer 
of conſcience z our light doth not ſhine before men that they may ſee 
our good works; conl<quently, the thus exalting of the Saints doth nec 
make them as a candle upon a hill to give light unto the world; and 
therefore is to no purpole ; and worſe, will prove a ſtumbling block in 
the way of the worlds conyerfion,now very unſeafonable, 

For ſuch like reaſons as theſe God himſelf in the Goſpel doth not 
onely treat with, bur beſeech thoſe his enemies to be reconciled ro hins, 
whole deſtruQion he khows is at handzand therefore ſo muſt we though 
we knew it to be ſo,and much more if we do not know but God may 


give them repentance. 

Concerning war and peace with ether nations, I think the received 
Maximes are theſezthat ifany people woulthdepriye us of our freedom 
jon or civil rights, we may defend our ſelyes, 
ve 


cither in relation ro religh 
bur if they are willing to live peaceably by us, we may not inapoſe 
ome , no more than 


them from any pretence of religion or 
Upon us, 

Elſe we rejeRt that of our Sayiour,tode as we would be done untoy 
whereas Chriſtians mult do ſomething more towards peace then other 
men,viz,. do good for evill eyen to our enemies, or elſe ſaich Chriſty 


what do you mere then the Publicans, 6 6Þ© 
"** . Why 


(s 
Why fntayony a5 theſe FL be like ati Almanack; now 
our of date,I catinot imagine, except we may upot I know not what 
Wwppoſitions , cottradiA che plain Jaws both of ripcure and natyce, 
withoutany warrant from God, _ 

4. Conlider wherher our zeal might not be more humble, when ouc 
ſclyes can ſcarce agree upon oar own proceedings,when we ſeem tocon- 
tradi both ſcripture and nature , when other humble Chriſtans do 
apprehend it tobe ſoz doth not want of much ſelf jealoukic in this caſe 
argue ſome want of bumilicy, 

If we think we ſtand, and yet do not take heed leſt we fall ; if we 
Rand by faich, and yer are high minded, and do hot fear; if we are not 
deeply {enfible of the unſearchable deceits of our own hearts as well as 
other mens ; if we betoq confident that we our (elves are a guide ro 
the blind, and a light ro them chat fic in darknefle + if we be thoſe that 
you cannot caution, but you judge Gods ſpirit in chem(inciculing char 
Rile to all, wichouc fear and. trembling; ) If we be bulie in other mens 
matters, and chat after an unſeernly manHer; if we be lictle eXerciſed in 
ſelf-abaling, and that eyen in daics of ſolemn hunuliation; it we foſ- 

A not theſe things in our ſclycs , whileſt innumerable other bumble 
hriſtians,are agreed that we come very near them, may it not poſli- 
bly. be {5pm ſome; wang offumility? _ | 
| Agamif there be delulions , irong deluſiotss, and that amongſt the 
Saints z and if it fir-ng deluſions the evidence ſeems clear, and yet is 
falſe; alagwhby may not we as well as others be ſubjeR :o them ; are 
we of all Saints the onely Abrabamy from whom God will not bide 
bis ſecrets? brethren do not. think you have, no need of more humility, 
\.$. Conſider whether our zcal., might no; be more {elf denying 
which inthis our day calleth hard upon us to manic, 

I. A greater cotxeimpt of this word; never was there more profeſſi. 
ome: any protetion yn -ow yr we ; now we that _ 

hersſqlughly, {allowing God clolely,muſt do ſomething fins, 

ery lute Aut ine 45 audi = from', or elſe 1 feat We 
mock Gann ger odcalion to men to ſuſpeR all religion, 

2, Selt-denying zeal.calls hard upon us for an unwearied purſuit of 

pablick ends; yea though others be promoted and we lighted; to per- 


» TITS —- ofa 4 we know. 8his in likelibood muſt be che 
ifſue is very hacd;butto do icalla withour ragcor is more difficult; but 
exccedivg luzable to rhis our days 


3, I; requires an appearing for wuth againſt our own party 3 mt 
| car 


03 I 
caridl bearts wil els, that herd, oe ſhall leem to them to. be ren 
unſound,weak in judgment,dark to the poo diſpenſations of another 
party,dilafieed to the Saintsgnot firto be truſted with their lecrers, or 
renained in their choiceſt affe&ion,or the like, 2 

I fear many of us give too much way to thele arguments by reaſom; 
of ourgreat ſiding and part-aking,upon ſuch fandy grounds, _  - 

What Dwarts then are wein religion,to be attaid of mecr words or. 
thoughts, when the primicive Saints trivmphed over all the horrid cru-, 
elties that inhumanity couid: invent; let vs rather imitate the courage of 
Calch and Hoſbaia , without which we cannot be through paced, for: 
God inabis glocious day'ot bis. y & qv? 1 vis T.,> 1 

6. 'Confidet whether onr-2calimigh! beceer proppriigned we 
pur miuch weighc in reforming the names of daics, places, and things, 
and {ome exprefie much zeal againſt the crolle in arms 4. and, we,gepe-: 
rally ſpend as much tinie in long prayers as ever the Phariſqgs could: 
Fhis for tore ef it) we ought iden 1 buy 30th awe greatet! 
things undone; te does muck ike theics,”” > 1112 <1) fl.z1r1 


' Bur what can'we'do withoyc Authority? *00 1 2d _;*1:06 2k 
Af Whar binders, but that we and the truly:2ealous of the Houſe, 
my do as /#b,ſcarch out the cauſes we know not,and for themay 
Sn autorun 
ereby we d be. the 
whileſt others might be ſo called ; which would much ic Chri- 
ſtians ; otherwiſe, if we had a Parliament of our own chuling, ic might 


beas bad as now. : —_ 
It we would do thus ; ( and mahage our affairs thereih with much 


horvility, ) we might find work ro exprels true Zeal 
atone tothe honour of Godhe Gol the Godly, and the 
ation, 


And by the way, there is one thing which is the Root of almoſt all 
our preſent Oppreſſions, which we might do well to Petition againſt x 
and thatis, That private men can pelp «..y obrain Juſticeone 
againſt another z but when one | chough neyer ſo juſt, 
#omes in competition with the Stateghe findpa hard wy of it. 

What multitudes of people groan Ifear under this oppreffion ; atd 
why ſhould the people be oppreſled for the State, which fignifies ho» 
thing bur Tyranny, if it be not to relieve the + The ground of this 
is firſt, chat particular men may be wr Officers , with much 
kfle danger then the Seace, os 


- Laftl Confiderwhether our zeal y not be more convincing, | 


Togo ins of withour the wiſedem of che 
to al Aries bro bo ark che Dove, is blame worthy; 
there is a holy guile by whi Apoſtle caught che Corinthians, Bac, 
Fear if our zeal be ſearce ou charitable, ſcarce hun . 
ble; ſcarce (elf XC" . . . 


men awſt have much dare not offended with the cruch for our 
ies, Andf ko then f wm ftw Sth our firs wellfinder wonch moms 
no ern = ni 
Chriſtians, (noe difalfeRed w 
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